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MIPIM Challengers: First cohort announced for 
MIPIM 2024  

16 Challengers selected based on essay competition on global issues faced by 
urban development 

 
Over 150 entries from 20 countries 

 

 
By row, left-to-right: Elijah Lewis, Nangamso Fortune, Olasumbo Olaniyi, James Lenton, 
Mohammad Ziyaad Huss Oozeer, Alexandre Olivier, Rania Saddiqe, Camille Boutemy, Lauren 
Shaw, Daniel Duncan, Ffion Middleton, Jessie Leung, Federica Sanchez, Harry Quinton, Mats 
Bartels, Rachel Munro 
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The first cohort of 16 MIPIM Challengers, a new initiative that will invite a group 
of young built environment professionals to MIPIM 2024 to challenge the real 
estate industry, have been announced. 
 
The inaugural MIPIM Challengers initiative will see 16 real estate professionals 
that are under 30 take part in the full event programme at MIPIM 2024 and 
make the case for new solutions to the biggest challenges facing the real estate 
industry.     
 
The 16 Challengers were selected based on a short essay question - "What is the 
most crucial challenge confronting global urban development, and how can 
young professionals contribute to its solution?"  
 
Over 150 essays were submitted from a total of 20 countries. Most entries came 
from Western Europe but the final cohort includes entries from further afield 
including Mauritius, South Africa and USA. 
 
Essays were judged on their originality, understanding, critical thinking, and 
global perspective by an expert panel of Nicolas Kozubek, MIPIM Director, 
Muyiwa OKI, RIBA President, and Annette Kröger, Chief Executive Officer 
Europe, PIMCO Prime Real Estate. 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/zggjvytr1roe7x3gqbucy/h?rlkey=lz8lqpxxq538enyg3zccqixi1&dl=0


 
 

 
At MIPIM, the Challengers will take part in a full programme of events, talks and 
panels, and networking. Following a workshop session hosted by UNESCO 
Ambassador Guila Clara Kessous, they will pitch the best ideas to an expert 
panel of senior leaders in property development and investment.  
   
MIPIM, the global urban festival, gathers the most influential players from all 
sectors of the international property industry in Cannes every March.  MIPIM 
2024 promises to build upon the huge success of the 2023 edition, which 
attracted over 22,000 delegates from 90 countries, including 6,500 investors 
representing 76 of the world's top 100 investment managers, advising on €4 
trillion of assets.  
 
The 16 MIPIM Challengers are: 

• Mats Bartels, Investment 
Manager & Podcastmaker at 
Rockfield Real Estate & 
Vastgoedmarkt  

• Camille Boutemy, Architect 
at Barthélémy Griño 
Architectes          

• Daniel Duncan, Architectural 
Assistant at EdenCoast 
Limited  

• Nangamso Fortune, 
Property Development Analyst 
at Heri Prop Co          

• James Lenton, Investment 
Analyst at Thriving 
Investments  

• Jessie Leung, Assistant 
Estates Surveyor at South 
Gloucestershire Council        

• Elijah Lewis, Research 
Consultant at Remit 
Consulting    

• Ffion Middleton, Planner at 
Turley   

• Rachel Munro, Senior 
Associate at Shoosmiths LLP  

• Olasumbo Olaniyi, Doctoral 
Scholar and Spatial 
Researcher at the University of 
Plymouth   

• Alexandre Olivier, 
Consultant Capital Markets at 
Knight Frank       

• Mohammad Ziyaad Huss 
Oozeer, Associate Architect at 
VISIO Architecture   

• Harry Quinton, Managing 
Director at Base Tactical 
Disaster Recovery     

• Rania Saddiqe, Real Estate 
Valuer at Knight Frank   

• Federica Sanchez, Architect 
and Neuroscience Researcher 
at Lombardini22       

• Lauren Shaw, Structural 
Engineer at Symmetrys       

      
Nicolas Kozubek, MIPIM Director, said: 

“It has been an incredibly exciting and invigorating process to read so many 
fantastic entries from the future of our industry on how we can solve the biggest 
challenges our sector faces. 

Congratulations to everyone who entered - selecting a final 16 was a real 
challenge in itself as the standard was so high. 

We cannot wait to welcome our inaugural cohort to MIPIM 2024 to take part in a 
full programme of events, talks and debates.  



 
 

I’m particularly looking forward to listening and hearing from new and diverse 
voices. The range of professions and nationalities are a microcosm of real 
estate’s diversity – from architects to investors to planners through to local 
government surveyors and neuroscience researchers.  

Together, in one place at MIPIM, our Challengers now have the platform to 
inform and drive forward the debate, taking us a step closer to uncovering the 
solutions that we all must deliver.” 

 

About MIPIM Challengers 

To qualify for the Challengers initiative, participants must have been employed 
in the built environment sector, be under the age of 30 as of March 14, 2024, 
and have not attended any previous editions of MIPIM. 

MIPIM will provide a delegate pass and accommodation for all selected 
Challengers. 

During the three-day event in Cannes, selected MIPIM Challengers will be invited 
to a high-level roundtable discussion moderated by MIPIM Challengers patron 
UNESCO Ambassador Guila Clara Kessous. There will also be a diversity 
workshop and an exclusive pitching session where they will be able present ideas 
directly to leaders of property’s biggest companies. 

MIPIM Challengers will become an annual event with the 2024 cohort forming 
the first part of the MIPIM Challengers Network, which will act as an ongoing 
forum for Challengers to stay in touch, build valuable long-term connections and 
support future generations of Challengers. 
 

Submissions were open on MIPIM’s website until 15 November 2023. 
 

 
ENDS 

About RX  
RX is in the business of building businesses for individuals, communities and organisations. We 
elevate the power of face-to-face events by combining data and digital products to help customers 
learn about markets, source products and complete transactions at over 400 events in 22 
countries across 43 industry sectors.    
 
RX France manages a portfolio of world-class, French and international face-to-face, virtual and 
hybrid events covering 15 industry sectors including MIPIM, MAPIC, Batimat, Pollutec, EquipHotel, 
SITL, IFTM Top Resa, MIPCOM, MIPTV, Paris Photo, Maison&Objet*… and many more. RX France’s 
events take place in France, Hong Kong, Italy, Mexico and the United States. 

RX is passionate about making a positive impact on society and is fully committed to creating an 
inclusive work environment for all our people.  
 
RX is part of RELX, a global provider of information-based analytics and decision tools for 
professional and business customers. 
www.rxglobal.com  
*Organised by Safi, a subsidiary of RX France and Ateliers d'Art de France 

https://www.mipim.com/en-gb/who-is-coming/mipim-challengers.html
http://www.rxglobal.com/
https://rxglobal.com/rx-france
http://www.rxglobal.com/
http://www.rxglobal.com/


 
 

 

For more information, please contact: 
   

 
For press – Marina Safronova, ING Media 

+ 44 (0) 20 7247 8334 / + 44 7742 406 029 – marina.safronova@ing-media.com 
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